Bulletin 2001-07-18: Choosing your working directory (6.12 and 8.2)

If you have your programs and/or data in different directories for different projects, then you might like to work in those directories when working on those projects.  There are at least two ways to choose your working directory:

1) Each time you sign on, you could change the “current folder” by double-clicking on its name at the bottom of the SAS screen.  You will then be given the opportunity to choose a different working folder.  This can be a nuisance if the path you want is many clicks away.

2) Set up an icon on the desktop with the desired directory specified in the Start in option of the icon properties.  Some of the steps required are:

· Copy a current SAS icon onto the desktop and modify this.  If there is no currently functional SAS icon to use then create one: right click on the desktop, choose New, choose shortcut.  You then browse to the sas.exe file (for those of us at HQ this might be at S:\Apps\Vendor\SAS\SAS82\SAS\Sas.exe), and click on Open. Then click on Next.  Choose a name for your icon, e.g. SAS EP XXX.  Click on Finish.

· Right click on the icon and choose properties.  Click on the Shortcut Tab at the top.

· In the Start in box, type in the directory you want to be working in.

· Click on Apply and then Close.

· Now, when you click on that icon to start SAS you will automatically start in the specified directory.

When you go to open or save a file the default location for the files should be the working folder you have specified.  If it is not, then also add  -sasinitialfolder  “.” after the command line in the SAS icon: 
     e.g. S:\Apps\Vendor\SAS\SAS82\SAS\Sas.exe   -sasinitialfolder   “.” 

I often use these two approaches together.  I set up a SAS icon for a general topic so that I start in the base directory for that topic.  Sub-topics are in subdirectories which I can easily change to by using the current folder information at the bottom of the SAS window. 
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